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IN FOCUS

Dear Anthropology of Economy Network members,

We were delighted to see many of you at the EASA conference in Barcelona this July, where the AnthEcon network
sponsored four well-attended panels that sparked engaging discussions:

“Illegitimacy and Informality in the Digital Economy,” convened by Margie Cheesman and Andreas Hackl
“Doing and Undoing (with) the Anthropology of Infrastructure,” convened by Ognjen Kojanić, Uri Ansenberg, and
Elias Strand
“Unveiling Inequality and (Un)doing Ethnography of Datafied Capitalism,” convened by Marie Kolling and Sofie
Henriksen
“Black Hands, Green Jobs: Unpacking Decarbonization through Green Labour,” co-sponsored with the EASA
Energy Anthropology Network and convened by Theodora Vetta and Rune Bennike.

Due to organisational constraints, EASA advised all networks against holding their customary business meetings in
Barcelona. Instead, we convened approximately a month later, on 5 September, this time in a virtual format. The
central focus of the business meeting was the election of a new convenors’ team, as, after four years of dedicated
service, Juliane Müller, Andreas Streinzer, and Michele Filippo Fontefrancesco stepped down from their roles. The
present network members elected Elena Sischarenco, Ieva Snikersproge, and Nikolaos Olma as the new co-
convenors for a two-year term—with the possibility of reelection for an additional term in the subsequent biennium—
alongside Ognjen Kojanić.

The new team would like to join the rest of the network members in thanking Juliane, Andreas, and Michele for their
hard work, enthusiasm, and engagement throughout the years, as well as for their invaluable contributions to the
economic anthropology community!

We are currently actively planning the network’s future activities. In collaboration with the EASA Europeanist Network,
we have applied for funding from EASA to organise a network meeting on “Economic Shifts and New Ideologies in
Green Transitions in Europe and Beyond.” The meeting is scheduled to take place in Germany in the summer of
2025. More details will be shared soon!

We are also in the process of refreshing the EASA website of our network. Among other things, we would like to
update the list and map of European institutions involved in teaching or researching economic anthropology. If your
department or university has an active research programme related to economic anthropology and we haven’t
included it yet, please email Ognjen Kojanić to share relevant information.

Happy holidays!
 

PERSPECTIVES, NOTES AND QUERIES
 
 

Apocalypse and its alternatives
We seem to be living in an age of apocalypse. The ethos of end-times is everywhere. Dark news abounds about
multiple and compound crises, wars and the imminent collapse of biodiversity and the ecological systems that form
the basis upon which everything else depends. Even the term ‘crisis’ is over-used and itself in crisis. No wonder
Frederic Jameson lamented that it is easier to imagine the end of the world than to imagine the end of capitalism. And
if we are to believe numerous commentators and analyses, it seems impossible to escape its hamster-wheel of
inevitable acceleration, growth, innovation and optimisation. If the problem was only capitalism in the strict sense of
the term, it would have been a lot easier, some would say. But it seems as though our very aspirations, hopes and
dreams, our visions of the good life for ourselves and our children, all are tethered to the emancipatory promises of
Modernity, with its pledges of progress, freedom, autonomy and prosperity.

One of Leonard Cohen’s many wondrous lines, from ‘Anthem’, goes like this: ‘There is a crack in everything – that’s
how the light gets in.’ If there is one thing we can learn from economic anthropology, it is that there are numerous
cracks in the system, the cracks that might be seen to form the stuff of life that anthropology is committed to
understanding. From all our studies in sharing and caring economies, gift and solidarity exchanges, social and human
economies, as well as informal, community, co-operative and commons organizing and social relations in a range of
different ways, we know that Margaret Thatcher was not just wrong in saying that ’there is no alternative’. Not only
could there be alternatives, but they are already here, in abundance, right under our Modern noses.

The thesis of the systemic colonisation of the life-world is myopic; the diagnoses of disenchantment, alienation,
desacralisation and anomie are partial. Most important, perhaps, is that the perception of the Modern, science-based
worldview of naturalism, with its implied natural laws, materialist underpinnings, individualism and the dualisms of
nature and culture, inner and outer, mind and society, as a definite, inevitable and inescapable ontology is largely
overstated and over-determined, even in some of the best anthropological work. Economic anthropology has shown
that people orient and live their lives to a great extent in ways that do not conform exhaustively to naturalism, but
rather in deeply relational ways in their cosmologies, love, sharing, caring, art, aesthetics and much more. The
Modern break with ‘tradition’, with its concomitant loss of meaning and connection with others, with nature and the
world, is also a great myth we love telling ourselves.

So, while describing and dismantling myths of Modernity and identifying alternative economic and cultural logics of
our time, economic anthropology is at the same time an emancipatory discipline and practice describing diverse and
viable economic and social relations and alternatives, which means that it is a life-affirming antidote to the apocalyptic
Modernist spirit of our era.

 
Emil A. Røyrvik
Norwegian University of Science and Technology
emil.royrvik@ntnu.no

If you want to reply to this column, or if you want to write a column or have an idea for one, please communicate with
James G. Carrier: jgc.jgcarrier@gmail.com

EVENTS
 

Radical Spotlights

Earlier this year, thanks to the efforts of Andreas Streinzer and Erik Bähre, and financial support from the
“Moralizations of Inequality” project at the University of St. Gallen, AnthEcon launched a new seminar series, Radical
Spotlights, in collaboration with the Society for Economic Anthropology of the American Anthropological Association.
The series highlighted critical research in economic anthropology across the globe, with the first meeting on “The
Economics of Political Chaos” taking place on 6 March 2024. The session featured three talks:

Caroline E. Schuster (Australian National University) talked about “Love in the Time of El Niño: Towards a
Politics of Radical Forecasts”
Kanchana N. Ruwanpura (University of Gothenburg) talked about “Revisiting Militarized Capitalism: Labouring
for Global Garments in Debt-Ridden Sri Lanka”
Douglas R. Holmes (State University of New York, Binghamton) talked about “Money Troubles: Fascism and the
Discontents of Finance”.

The second session, titled “The Economics (and Politics too) of Care”, took place on 30 October 2024, featuring the
following talks:

Erdmute Alber (University of Bayreuth) on “Caring for Future Life Chances in Highly Diverse Kinship Networks:
Changing Inter-Generational Responsibilities in Moments of Economic Transformation”
Catie Coe (Carleton University) on “The Commodification of Care: Does Paying for Elder Care Matter?”
Elijah Adiv Edelman (Rhode Island College) on “Necrocapitalism and the Value of Life: Radical Care and Queer
and Trans Vitalities in a Time of Disposable Life”.

The series is scheduled to continue in 2025. Please stay tuned for further updates.

 

Household Finance in an Unequal World: Social Approaches
 
On 5 and 6 December 2024, the Emmy Noether Research Group "Peripheral Debt: Money, Risk and Politics in
Eastern Europe" hosted an interdisciplinary conference titled "Household Finance in an Unequal World: Social
Approaches" at the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle (Saale), Germany. The conference featured
26 presentations by early-career and senior researchers, as well as practitioners. Topics explored included Chinese
retail investors, English mortgage prisoners, Hungarian debt enforcement, Slovakian debt counseling services, and
cryptocurrency trends in Argentina.
 

CALL FOR PAPERS
 
9th Portuguese Anthropological Association (APA) CONGRESS – ITINERANCIES

Instituto Politécnico de Viana do Castelo, Portugal, 16-18 July 2025

The 9th Portuguese Anthropological Association (APA) Congress is a face-to-face event that will be held in the
beautiful town of Viana do Castelo from 16 to 18 July 2025, with an option for online participation on 14 July 2025.
For details on submitting a panel proposal, please visit the Congress website. Panels in English are welcome.

Under the theme Itinerancies, APA proposes bringing together different anthropological streams and addressing the
cognitive, political, and ethical challenges of studying contemporary societies in flux. Three lines within
the Itinerancies theme may inspire panel topics: Itinerancies of Anthropology; Pathways, Mobilities, Displacements;
and Human and Non-Human Itinerancies.

 

German Association of Social and Cultural Anthropology (DGSKA) conference on
"Un/Commoning Anthropology"

Cologne, Germany, 29 September - 2 October 2025. Call for papers open until 15 January 2025.

Panel 037: Upcycling, in an Extended Sense – Revaluing Stuff, Building New Imaginaries (supported by the
AnthEcon network)

This panel brings together researchers concerned with ‘upcycling’ in an extended sense. We consider upcycling as a
set of material and cultural practices through which people transform materials and reimagine the contexts and
relations in which materials come to exist. Upcycling is considered to be different from recycling in that practitioners
mobilize a certain degree of creativity and technical innovation to imbue useless things with new value and beauty.
However, assessments of what counts as added value (the qualitative difference of the upcycled product) are never
purely technical and do not exist as neutral judgments. Rather, they involve larger imaginations of what the material
transformation is supposed to bring about, such as emancipatory effects, just labor conditions, or environmental
improvement. Panelists are invited to show how upcycling unfolds through the properties of materials and cultural
norms. They might consider, for example, the new social roles of rubble left after war, invasive plants brought by
colonialists, or inundations of second-hand clothes. We invite panelists to reflect on how these cases show how
upcycling is not simply a material transformation but how it also contributes to larger processes of revaluation, by
pouring the traces of a brutal or undesired past into new forms, new objects and new uses. Submitted papers might
contribute to current debates within the anthropology of waste and repair, the commons, value/valuation, and design
anthropology.

Convenors: Stefanie Mauksch (stefanie.mauksch@uni-leipzig.de), Lukas Ley and Alba Valenciano-Mañé
Discussant: Henrik Vigh
To submit your proposals, please visit: https://tagung.dgska.de/workshops-roundtables-labs/#16043

Panel 046: "From dispossession to commoning? On the politics of property transfers"

Property and access to it play a pivotal role in shaping inequality and hierarchy in societies. This panel focuses on
transfers of or struggles over property and related attempts at commoning or uncommoning. We are interested in the
entangled dynamics of expropriation and dispossession from above and moves toward collectivization and
commoning from below in contemporary conflicts over property. "New enclosures" (Federici 2018) drive the
dispossession of private or common property for infrastructure expansion, resource extraction and border processes.
These forms of uncommoning face new kinds of collectivization movements. Examples include the ballot initiative
"Deutsche Wohnen Enteignen" struggling to common housing, or movements around the East African Crude Oil
Pipeline, which resist the forced expropriation of land for a pipeline project. This panel engages with the politics of
property transfers to understand the utopias and dystopias of un/commoning. By juxtaposing the different directions,
we seek to understand how property transfers from above and from below are enabled, valued, and known. When
and where do property relations and transfers become contested? How are they legitimized, how are they imagined
differently? We seek to foster a conversation between anthropologists, activists, or hybrid forms of epistemic practice.
We invite people who are involved in and study social movements of commoning, socialization, and collectivization,
as well as those who study expropriation and dispossession. And we especially welcome papers that bring these
projects of bottom-up and top-down transfer into conversation.

Convenors: Mechthild von Vacano (University of Freiburg, m.vacano@ska.uni-freiburg.de) & Verena La Mela
(University of Heidelberg, verena.lamela@eth.uni-heidelberg.de)
To submit your proposals, please visit: https://nomadit.co.uk/conference/dgska2025/p/16067

 

Managing Without Guarantees: Between Getting-by and Enterprising

Montecatini Terme, Italy, 29-31 July 2025

This 3-day International Conference is organized by the International Urban Symposium-IUS. The Conference aims
to address variations of the socio-economic, fiscal, legislative and political forces that define the condition of the
“guaranteed” and that of the “non-guaranteed” and examine the efficacy and legitimacy of both policy and political
rhetoric.

We invite scholars from the social sciences to participate in this event with ethnographically based papers to address
key topics in this field.

Across the democratic world, there is an outstanding difference between the guaranteed and the non-guaranteed in
the socio-economic field. Traditionally, the former enjoy secure employment, trade-union protection and the attendant
ramified benefits (sick leave, parental leave, paid holidays, pension rights, and so on); the latter must fend for
themselves, enjoy little or no protection and deal daily with the existential jeopardy of not having a steady salary and
with the personal and collective consequences of persistent uncertainty. Things get worse for those who work
informally only and are faced with an organization of society that contributes to making precariousness their state of
being. This difference stands today, although in some countries the status of the secure employed is weakening as a
consequence of the drive to de-regulation.

Mainstream studies based on an in-depth understanding of on-the-ground activities have brought out complex and
ramified interactions between formal and informal activities in the economic field and evidence on actors who are
guaranteed but also engage in moonlighting, performing economic activities that are the traditional remit of the non-
guaranteed.

Anthropologists and qualitative sociologists have convincingly investigated the difference in the way in which the
traditionally precarious/non-guaranteed and those who have newly joined such a status – from industries that hitherto
were considered guaranteed monthly payers to the emerging digital fields – cope with their new-found socio-
economic reality. This line of analysis contributes significantly to the current discussion on work, employment,
formality and informality, legality vs legitimacy, and on how digitalization, algorithmic management and AI applications
are reshaping work and the job market.

Not all the “non-guaranteed” are, of course, underprivileged and downtrodden. For example, successful self-
employed professionals or entrepreneurs may happily bear the lack of guarantees in exchange for their
independence, freedom of action and financial rewards. Still, at the lower socio-economic level, the traditionally non-
guaranteed may often feel and are treated as second-class citizens.

Key Topics:

Employment, Unemployment and Work, including informal activities, the under-employed, the unemployed, the
self-employed;
Inequality between the “guaranteed” and the “non-guaranteed”, and future job markets;
The non-guaranteed who get by and the successful non-guaranteed, including entrepreneurs and
professionals;
Positive and negative drivers of the Gig economy and non-traditional employment contracts, including “zero
hours”, fixed term or temporary work, agency work, seasonal work, moonlighting and multiple jobs;
Impact of digital technologies. Digital apps, online and remote working, digital nomads, AI platforms and “ghost
workers”;
Interactions between the formal and the informal in the socio-economic field and their legitimacy, or lack of it;
The coping strategies of the traditionally non-guaranteed and the newly non-guaranteed and the legitimacy of
informal strategies
Non-economic resources in both surviving and thriving;
The weight of bureaucratic regulations. How they are negotiated and the role of gatekeepers of knowledge and
access;
Access to credit, formal versus informal sources of credit, and the risks associated with the latter;
Regional Disparities in employment and entrepreneurship and why such situations occur.

Deadline for Paper Proposals: Titles and 200-word Abstracts should be submitted by Monday 10 March 2025.
Deadline for Panel Proposals: Proposals should include: 1) The Panel Title and 150-word Abstract; 2) At least 4
papers (including titles and 200-word Abstracts), and should be submitted by Monday 10 March 2025.
Proposal should be sent to: i.pardo@kent.ac.uk and g.b.prato@kent.ac.uk
Further Information and Registration Details are available
at: https://www.internationalurbansymposium.com/events/2025-conference/

 

Capitalism and Accumulation in Eastern and Central Europe: From the Ground Up

Online,19-23 May 2025. Deadline for abstract submission: 31 December 2024.

This stream focuses on the sociology and anthropology of capitalist transformations in Eastern and Central Europe.
Over the past three decades, the demise of socialism and the regional insertion into globalizing capitalism has
generated immense social inequalities, deep spatial unevenness, exploitation, new regimes of labor, new wealth,
deep shifts in urban and rural relations, surplus populations and migrations, and capitalist ideologies and
subjectivities. New regimes of accumulation and new spatial fixes, encompassing value and values, have emerged
and consolidated. Privatizations and markets have dramatically reconfigured social and cultural spaces, sites,
practices and imaginations, all part and parcel of the new dynamic class-formations. How has capitalism penetrated
and how has it been appropriated in the region? How has the new cultural political economy shaped our states,
societies, social relations, subjectivities, intimacies, and temporalities? How has regional insertion in global value
chains produced new (or new-old) social spaces, practices, micro and macro power dynamics, class alliances and
antagonisms, and state-crafting? What is the relationship, if any, between capitalist transformation and war-making in
the East of the East?

We welcome presentations on the following topics - the list is non-exhaustive: ➤ Dynamics of class formations, forms
of capital accumulation, middle and upper-class strategies for political and economic power, the political balances
between global and domestic accumulation. ➤ Re-industrialization, the geopolitics of investment, the regional
restructuring of supply-chains, the (cartography of) new capitalist work-environments/labor-relations. ➤ The politics of
infra-structure development and urban regeneration, their impact on the appropriation of urban commons ➤ Social
inequalities and uneven development; neo-liberal and neo-nationalist social policies; the new geographies of poverty
and inequality and the emergence of variegated welfare-chauvinist and populist agendas. ➤ Migration, remittances,
the vernacular politics of migration/migrants/return-migrants, exploitation and precarity of workers, surplus
populations, gendered and racialized relations of accumulation. ➤ Offshoring, technological restructuring and
automation, AI and re-divisions of labor, digital and platform capitalist relations. ➤ The everyday politics of labor,
experiences of work and work sociality, emergent critiques of labor relations and labor market reforms. ➤ Rural/urban
divides and ecologies, agricultural transformations and rural labor, rural capital formation, green transitions and green
politics on the ground. ➤ Social reproduction and care work, the financialization of households and social
reproduction, the politics of financialization and indebtedness. ➤ Everyday cultures and subjectivities of capitalist
(dis)engagement, digital cultures of resistance and affirmation, the industry of personal and spiritual development,
accumulation and religion, vernacular cultures of entrepreneurialism, meritocracy, hierarchy, and competition. ➤ New
political socialities and formations, vernacular political ideologies, the rise of populism and neo-nationalist formations.
Europe as a contradictory politico-cultural imagination. ➤ Capital, (failing) hegemony, and the making of war in the
East of the East.

Abstracts: Please submit to capitalist.transformations@gmail.com an abstract of maximum 300 words and your
institutional affiliation. Please specify for which of the following 5 streams you are applying and if you would like to
join us in the retreat taking place in Reșița. Submissions will be evaluated by the scientific committee of the
conference. Accepted proposals will be clustered together in panels. The submission of full papers and their
dissemination to conference participants is optional for the authors. Deadline for abstract submission: 31 December
2024.

Conveners: Oana Mateescu (Babeș-Bolyai University), Don Kalb (University of Bergen), Sorin Gog (Babeș-Bolyai
University)

For more informations about this event please visit: https://capitalist-transformations.com

 

Green Jobs: Exploring Labour within Shifting Energy Regimes

Lund University, 3-5 June 2025

Climate mitigation efforts are expected to have significant impacts on jobs, with the ILO estimating that 8 million high-
carbon jobs might be lost, but also that 26 million new ‘green jobs’ could be created. This jobs counting-approach
however neglects the  specificity of what jobs are created where, and for whom.

A small but growing field of critical studies on labour in the so-called green transition document the highly uneven
character of these job effects. Job gains and job losses are rarely situated in the same locations nor call for the same
worker profiles, leaving some people and places to benefit from mitigation efforts while reproducing ‘left-behind-
areas’ and labourless landscapes in other locations.

In this workshop, we situate labour as a crucial yet understudied part in the intertwined processes of decarbonisation
and “green energy” build out. Along different commodity chains and across geographic locations “green” labour
regimes are highly heterogenous. They come with different collars and go beyond the formal sphere of the workplace:
from blue-collar ex-miners installing solar panels, to the white collar work of the cohort of “green auditors” – current
being trained to fill out the 1144 datapoints  required by EU’s new ESG regulation - to the gendered reproductive
work adjusting to cheap, off-peak electricity time bands. We call for ethnographic and other close-to-the-ground
explorations of the promises, prospects, and practices of “green jobs” including studies of labour in
industrial decarbonisation, “renewable energy” build-out, and new green extractivism – and we encourage work that
goes beyond the formal sphere of the workplace incorporating wider questions of social reproduction.

The workshop will include a limited number of participants and ample time for paper-based discussions with the aim
of putting together a journal special issue or edited book.

Deadlines

Submission of titles & abstracts: 25th January, 2025
Acceptance Notification: 3rd February, 2025
Submission of papers (5-7000 words): 23rd May, 2025

Funding: The workshop is funded by the Frontlines of Transition project (Independent Research Fund Denmark,
2023-2026). The project covers food and accommodation. We may be able to support travel for some participants.

Organizers: Rune Bennike (University of Southern Denmark), Bregje van Veelen (Lund University), and Theodora
Vetta (University of Barcelona)

 

CfP Special Issue: What is informality and what could be? Examples from the Latin
American region

Deadline for abstracts: 30 January 2025. Submissions in English and Spanish.

Organizers: Miria Gambardella (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona), Griet De Lombaerde (University of Split), Abel
Polese (Dublin City University), Jairo Baquero Melo (Universidad del Rosario)

With the present call, we are aiming to publish a special issue of a journal and an edited volume. Negotiations are still
in course and we’ll announce our choice and plans in due  course. This projects follows-up our previous collections
“informality of crisis situations” published in Third World Quarterly and the trilogy “informality, labour mobility and
precariousness: supplementing the state for the invisible and the vulnerable”, “Governance beyond the law: the
immoral, the illegal, the criminal” and “the informal economy in global perspective: varieties of governance”
(published by Palgrave Macmillan).

This is part of the EU-funded project PRESILIENT “Post-pandemic resilient communities: is the informal economy a
reservoir for the next generation of digitalized and green businesses in the Global South?”

The Special Issue has been conceived with the two-folded goal of: 1) collect empirical evidence on the diversity of
informal practices and uses of informality in the Latin American and Caribbean region; and 2) (based on the above
evidence), taxonomize and theorize informality for the region and tease out the peculiarities and main features of
studying informality in the region.

To do this, we welcome contributions that deal with a variety of forms of informality in the region, from everyday to
political informality to urban governance, shadow economies, and precarious labour (and beyond, if you have further
ideas, you are welcome to share them). For a starting discussion, you are welcome to refer to the open access article
What is informality? (Mapping) “the art of bypassing the state” in Eurasian spaces - and beyond).

If interested, please send the following materials by 30 January 2025 to miria.gambardella@uab.cat and
griet@efst.hr: Short abstract (maximum 100 words); Long abstract (maximum 300 words); Short biographical
statement (maximum 150 words)

The main language of the SI is English but if we have enough papers we also plan a further publication in Spanish.
Let us know if you’re interested.
 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS

Johanna Mugler, Miranda
Sheild Johansson, and
Robin Smith (eds.), 2024.
Anthropology and Tax.
Ethnographies of Fiscal
Relation. Cambridge:
Cambridge University
Press. Foreword by Janet
Roitman.

'Anthropology and Tax:
Ethnographies of Fiscal Relations' is
the first collection about tax
published in our field. The
introduction asks fundamental
questions such as: what is tax, what
is taxable, and what do taxes do?
The 14 ethnographic chapters
 explore how taxes shape our world:
our social relationships and value
regimes, how we exclude and
include, the categories we think with,
and the way we share with each
other. They do so from the
perspectives of multiple actors within
tax systems, from taxpayers and
evaders, to tax collectors and
international tax norm negotiators. 

The volume is freely available from
the publisher's website.
ISBN 9781009254588
 

Forms of Inequality and the
Legitimacy of Governance,
Volume One, edited by Italo
Pardo and Giuliana B.
Prato, Palgrave Macmillan,
Forthcoming in 2025.
 

This edited volume uses
ethnographic cases to examine
social, political, and economic
inequality in diverse urban settings.
This book is couched in the idea
that ethnographically based analysis
helps to bring out the nature and
interconnections between different
forms of inequality and sheds light
on the major forces that combine to
create inequalities. Ethnography also
helps to identify the dynamics that
undergird the principle of freedom of
thought and of action—a key
principle, that is, of associated life in
a democracy—and recognize
empirically that these dynamics not
only protect difference but increase
it, for they underpin the freedom of
the individual to use their talents to
manage their lives and achieve their
goals. This first volume in a two-part
series focuses on legitimacy,
governance, labour and urban
change, and stereotypes and
individual choice. This book will be of
interest to scholars and students in
sociocultural anthropology,
sociology, politics, socio-legal
studies, urban change, and
education.
 

https://link.springer.com/book/97830
31786068
ISBN 9783031786068

 

Forms of Inequality and the
Legitimacy of Governance,
Volume Two, edited by Italo
Pardo and Giuliana B.
Prato, Palgrave Macmillan,
Forthcoming in 2025.
 

This edited volume uses
ethnographic cases to examine
social, political, and economic
inequality in diverse urban settings.
This book is couched in the idea
that ethnographically-based analysis
helps to bring out the nature and
interconnections between different
forms of inequality and sheds light
on the major forces that combine to
create inequalities. Ethnography also
helps to identify the dynamics that
undergird the principle of freedom of
thought and of action — a key
principle, that is, of associated life in
a democracy — and recognize
empirically that these dynamics not
only protects difference but increase
it, for they underpin the freedom of
the individual to use their talents to
manage their lives and achieve their
goals. This second volume in a two-
part series focuses on housing and
residential patterns, development
and urban regeneration, and
education. This book will be of
interest to scholars and students in
sociocultural anthropology,
sociology, politics, socio-legal
studies, urban change, education.

 
https://link.springer.com/book/97830
31786938
ISBN 9783031786938

 

Un lugar donde volver.
Mujeres en lucha por una
habitación propia [A Place
to Return to. Women's
Struggles for a Room of
Their Own], by Irene
Sabaté Muriel, Bellaterra
Edicions, 2024.

This book collects the variegated
housing-related experiences,
concerns and projects of thirty
women from Barcelona and its
metropolitan area, in the context of a
housing crisis lasting for already
more than fifteen years that has
entailed a massive dispossession for
a large social sector. Despite being
affected by the crisis to different
extents, a common concern for
housing conditions emerges from the
accounts of research participants, as
well as a distinct consciousness
about decent housing being far from
taken for granted. Along these
pages, women’s seek for a home, or
its defence against expulsion
pressures, is described. To do so, a
redefinition of housing, commonly
understood as a private and
feminized space, will be proposed, in
order to locate it at the centre of
social reproduction. Then, the
connections among housing, labour
and care will be identified.
Households’ changing residential
conditions along their pathways will
be described, and the meaning that
the surrounding habitat accords to
housing will be explored.
To conclude, the book reflects on the
intersections between patriarchal
oppression and housing injustice,
and points at some alleys to come
closer to what the author proposes
to call ‘residential sovereignty’.

https://www.bellaterra.coop/es/libros/
un-lugar-donde-volver
ISBN 9788418684425

 

SPECIAL ISSUES

Special Section "Being
Good and Doing Good?
Money, Morals, and
Capitalism in Eastern
Europe," edited
by Nicolette Makovicky,
Jörg Wiegratz, and Dimitra
Kofti. East European
Politics and Societies 38:1
(2024)

This special section aims to shed
light on moral milieus and agencies
in contemporary capitalist central
and eastern Europe. Drawing on
case studies from Bulgaria, the
Czech Republic, Romania, and
Russia, it offers insight into changing
perceptions of proper economy and
practice amongst a broad range of
actors—from landfill workers to
business managers and the super-
rich. The contributors explore how
actors at various scales morally
construct, contest, and defend ideas
of justice, (re-)distribution, and social
worth, as well as socio-economic
hierarchy, inequality, and harm. They
analyse the capitalist moral
transformation and order in the
region and examine the local
appropriation of and buy-in to (as
well as critique of) aspects of
neoliberal moral orders—a topic
sidelined in much of the existing
moral economy scholarship.
Exploring a broad range of moral
economic phenomena, the
contributors move beyond the
conventional definition of morals as
prosocial norms and action,
approaching morals as a broader
empirical phenomenon of economy
and politics. They examine the
actions, practices, and reasoning of
different actors in relation to shifting
notions of acceptable and
unacceptable, just and unjust, and
praiseworthy and blameworthy
behaviour. As such, this collection
makes the case for widening the
empirical object and analytical
purchase of moral economy to
include the study of not only moral
critiques and resistance to capitalism
but also the diverse moral agencies,
milieus and orders of capitalism, and
the ways in which the advancement
and embedding of the capitalist
moral order has shaped economic
life in the region.

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/eep
a/38/1
 

Special Issue "Moral
economies of distribution
and redistribution in
Africa," edited by Tijo
Salverda, Cristiano
Lanzano, and Jörg
Wiegratz. Journal of
Contemporary African
Studies 42:2 (2024).
 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjca
20/42/2
 

Special Issue "Minority
Migration from Muslim
Asia," edited by Vera
Skvirskaja. Copenhagen
Journal of Asian
Studies 41:2 (2023).

The articles in this Special Issue are
all concerned with the migratory
experiences of different non-Muslim
groups—Afghanistan’s Sikhs and
Hindus, Syrian Jews and Bukharan
Jews—who left at the end of the
twentieth century the cities in which
they had lived in Muslim Asia. In the
sizeable scholarly literature on these
groups, there is a tendency to focus
on the forms of community and
identity established by migrants in
the diasporic settings to which they
have relocated. Many studies have
noted how migrants from these
backgrounds have sought to
preserve their identity in relation to
their regions of origin rather than to
simply assimilate into the host
societies or embrace more abstract
and global forms of religious identity.
The articles in this Special Issue
seek to build on the existing
literature but also take it in a different
direction, both analytically and
empirically. We are interested less in
the forms of identity created by
migrant communities in the diaspora
and the relationship of these to the
homeland. Instead, we are more
interested in asking to what extent
the forms of life and coexistence
important to such groups in Muslim
Asia have remained important to
their livelihoods, activities and self-
understandings elsewhere today. We
focus on forms of life and
coexistence rather than more
specific notions of identity or
heritage because we are interested
in the extent to which these groups
have or have not maintained the
skills and sensibilities of importance
to their lives in Muslim Asia. As we
shall see, such skills and sensibilities
revolve less around rigid attempts to
preserve identity and heritage in the
diaspora, than the ability to adjust to
changing situations, new scenarios
and economic opportunities; these
skills also entail building networks
and relations with people outside
their distinct communities.
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