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1. Workshop Mobility within and to the Global South, 5-7 December 2013,
organisers: Michaela Pelican (University of Cologne) and Heike Drotbohm
(University of Freiburg) (workshop expenses €1,624.80)

The workshop ‘Mobility within and to the Global South’ brought together scholars from different
disciplines and with various regional specializations to discuss recent trends in international migration,
namely, its reorientation towards new geographical destinations, as well as theoretical and
methodological implications going along with these shifts. The workshop included senior and younger
scholars working on a wide variety of migration, connecting Latin America, the Caribbean, the US,
Europe, Africa and Asia. It reflected diverse epistemological and methodological approaches, with
participants coming from various world areas and disciplinary backgrounds.

The workshop’s main goal was to foster exchange and discussion on conceptual issues related to
studying 'Mobility within and to the Global South'. To this aim, we adopted a participatory and
interdisciplinary workshop format. We decided to give priority to discussions and to forgo individual
presentations by asking participants to prepare profile cards (a snapshot of participants’ main working
areas, key steps in their academic career, and their most important publications) as well as personal
statements in relation to the subject of the workshop. On the basis of these documents, we developed
three themes that were tackled in the form of group discussions and subsequent presentations in the
plenum: a) migration and citizenship regimes, b) migrant sociability and network, and c)
methodologies, epistemologies and collaboration. For each theme 2-3 questions were formulated, so as
to guide the discussions. This interactive format enabled us to come up with new insights, critical
perspectives as well as inspirations for future research and collaborative projects.

2. Panel at the EASA Annual Conference 2014 Tracing eligibilities: moralities,
performances, practices (P045) 3 August 2014

The politics of 'eligibility' refer to imaginations of deservingness and vulnerability. In this panel we
will bring together papers, which trace moralities, performances and practices of eligibility in different
institutional contexts and from different actors' perspectives. The creation (and disolution) of eligibility
can be understood as a dialogical moment of collaboration between state bureaucrats, lawyers, medical
assessors, aid organizations, witnesses, and the applicants/potential claimants/candidates themselves, in
which the credibility of certain stories, the authenticity of persons, and 'truth' is judged. We enquire
into the criteria mobilized by different actors for creating eligibility and into the determination of
evidence for justifying decisions on eligibility. We are interested in understanding the ways in which
different actors come to imagine 'the vulnerable other', in how ideas of eligibility respond to historical
shifts, are adapted, and how their relation to ideas of a body politic is assessed from different
perspectives. We would also like to understand how apparent non- or misunderstandings as well as
failures or refusals are interpreted from different points of view. Last but not least, we ask what kind of
dilemmas and methodological challenges do ethnographers face when researching eligibility from
different angles? This panel seeks papers drawing from anthropological fieldwork, which trace
eligibilities refering to individual (e.g. access to territory/residence/citizenship, access to
health/medical care, protection from violence, financial support) or collective bodies (e.g. collective
rights, humanitarian aid).

3. New convenor appointed at network meeting 1 Agust 2014:  Gerhard Anders,
University of Edinburgh


