
View this email in your browser

NEWSLETTER 2019/1 APRIL

RECENT EVENTS
 

Who Cares? Relational mechanisms involved in the day-to-day subsistence of
families and individuals struggling with poverty 

Workshop organized within the framework of the research project “Survival strategies of

households in poverty” funded by Recercaixa (2015ACUP 00145) 

Autonomous University of Barcelona (UAB), 7-8 February 2019 

 

Convenors: Miranda J. Lubbers and Hugo Valenzuela (Department of Social and Cultural

Anthropology. UAB). Special Guests (alphabetical order): Kayleigh Garthwaite (Research

Fellow, University of Birmingham); Mercedes González de la Rocha (Senior Researcher,

CIESAS, México); Joan Maya Mazelis (Sociology, Rutgers University; Mario Luis Small

(Grafstein Family Professor, Harvard University) 

  

The Egolab-GRAFO research group of the Department of Social Anthropology, UAB

organised an International Workshop in Barcelona on social networks and subsistence

strategies of impoverished families. Fourteen international scholars attended and

presented their research findings along with four special guests: Mario Small, K.

Garthwaite, M. González de la Rocha and J. M. Mazelis. Selected papers will be

published in the Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science in 2020. 

  

  

  

Exploring Cre-debt: Ethnographic Perspectives, New Economic Theory and
Contemporary Cashlessness 

Workshop funded by the Independent Research Fund Denmark, and a workshop series

grant from The Joint Committee for Nordic Research Councils in the Humanities and

Social Sciences (NOS-HS) 

University of Copenhagen, 22-23 March 2019 

 

Convenors: Atreyee Sen (University of Copenhagen), Camilla Ida Ravnbøl (University of

Copenhagen), Marie Kolling (Danish Institute for International Studies) 

  

The workshop, hosted in the Department of Anthropology, provided a cross-institutional

platform for advancing empirical approaches on the global financial turn towards cashless

economies. Anthropologists, along with economists and geographers, presented research

exploring the impact of digital financial technologies and the reduced use of cash, on daily

lives, livelihoods and everyday moralities. The workshop presentations engaged with

various socio-economic challenges and opportunities brought about by new monies and

formal credit; as coins, notes, and informal financial transactions, are being replaced with

mobile payments, credit and debit cards, digital money transfers, virtual currencies, and

biometric technologies. 

The workshop was held in connection with a new research project: ‘After money, what is

debt?: Indebted urban poor households in emerging cashless economies’. 
 

IN FOCUS 
 
“After money, what is debt?”: Indebted urban poor households in
emerging cashless economies 
 
  

The project is led by Associate Professor Atreyee Sen, Department of Anthropology,

University of Copenhagen. It investigates multiple links between urban poverty, debt and

cashlessness, focusing on the implications of emerging cashless regimes in modernising

cities on cash-reliant poor households in India, Denmark/Romania, and Brazil. The overall

research includes three sub-projects undertaken by postdoctoral fellows: Camilla Ida

Ravnbøl, Department of Anthropology, University of Copenhagen; Emilija Zabiliute, Social

Anthropology, University of Edinburgh; and Marie Kolling, Danish Institute for International

Studies. The project is funded by the Independent Research Fund Denmark and runs until

spring 2021. The researchers will produce a variety of academic outputs, including an

edited volume (titled 'Who's cashing in?: Contemporary perspectives on money and global

cashlessness') and a special issue (tentatively titled 'Exploring Cre-debt: Ethnographic

Perspectives, New Economic Theory (NET) and Contemporary Cashlessness'), and

disseminate their findings to a broader audience through news pieces and an upcoming

podcast episode with Anthropod. If you wish to get in touch with us, please contact

Atreyee Sen: atreyee.sen@anthro.ku.dk 

More information about the project available here. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS AND SPECIAL ISSUES

Valenzuela-Garcia, Hugo, Miranda
Lubbers and James Rice (eds.).
2019. Special issue Charities under
austerity. Ethnographies of poverty
and marginality in Western non-profit
and charity associations. Journal of
Organizational Ethnography 8 (1). 
https://emeraldinsight.com/toc/joe/8/
1

Spyridakis, Manos (ed.). 2018.
Market Versus Society:
Anthropological Insights.
Basingstoke: Palgrave McMillan. 
https://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9
783319741888

ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS
 
Jones, Sam and Inge Tvedten. 2019. What Does it Mean to Be Poor?
Investigating the Qualitative-Quantitative Divide in Mozambique. World
Development 117: 153-166. Free access. DOI:
10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.01.005 
 
Lobato, Marta, José Luis Molina and Hugo Valenzuela-Garcia. 2018. Cross-
cutting Precariousness: Values, Work and Inequality in Post-2008 Spain.
Urbanities 8 (11): 65-79. http://www.anthrojournal-urbanities.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/7-Lobato.pdf 
 
Lobato, Marta, José Luis Molina and Hugo Valenzuela-Garcia. 2018.
Individualization, Inequality and Labour: A Qualitative approach. Dialectical
Anthropology 42 (3): 277–291. DOI: 10.1007/s10624-018-9512-y 
 
Sischarenco, Elena. 2018. Being an Entrepreneur and Feeling Vulnerable:
Encountering Fragility in the Construction Business in the North of Italy. In
Donald C. Wood (ed.). Individual and Social Adaptations to Human
Vulnerability. Research in Economic Anthropology 38: 55-78. Emerald
Publishing. DOI: 10.1108/S0190-128120180000038004

PERSPECTIVES, NOTES AND QUERIES
 
The Right kind of cultural and economic politics

The financial crisis of 2007–08 fueled the critical edge of economic anthropology and,

arguably, politicised the world at large. In the sub-discipline critical, Marxian and Polanyian

perspectives are raising large questions again. So do social movements: in Spain, more

than five million workers took part in feminist strikes, mass protests in Poland forced the

government to rescind strict abortion laws and debtor associations mobilised across

Europe. And yet the world seems to be drifting to the Right. The pink tide in South

America waned, Donald Trump was elected US president, Right-wing parties in Europe

are on the rise and anti-austerity parties such as Syriza have been defeated. The last

decade has brought an increasing number of Right-wing governments, political support for

neoconservative values and the strengthening of neoliberal policies. 

How might we react to these political changes, which, after all, have clear economic

dimensions? Economic anthropology might consider the re-emergence of the Chicago

Boys, as in the form of the new Brazilian Economy Minister. It might also investigate how

welfare states increasingly organise distribution according to identity categories (ethnic,

national), conservative models of relatedness (heteronormative conjugal households) and

a sexual division of labour (production being men’s realm and reproduction being

women’s). These social, political and economic changes point to the inadequacy of a

narrow and bounded understanding of things economic and prompt us to ask questions

about the role of patriarchal families under austerity and the idea that ‘the community’ is

responsible for addressing infrastructural gaps. 

Yet an increased interest into these conjunctures might not be enough to address the

phenomena at hand. We might also need to re-assess our analytical vocabulary as Right

mobilisations attempt to capture progressive language. They call themselves social

movements, speak of resistance and solidarity, argue against dispossession. In Right-

wing manuals, Gramsci’s concept of hegemony is taken to argue for a strategic battle for

cultural rule of identitarian agendas. Femonationalisms use feminist language to argue

against immigrants. Sometimes, critical social scientists accept these Right appropriations

unthinkingly or are misled by them. 

What might we do? Should economic anthropology address these reconfigurations of

capitalist political economies and their cultural politics? And if so, in which ways?

Andreas Streinzer 

Institute for Social Research, Frankfurt 

streinzer@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

CALLS FOR PAPERS, APPLICATIONS AND
SIMILAR

 
Cold War Matters: (In)Visible Economies of Things 

Symposium 

St.Petersburg, Russia 16-17 December 2019 

  

Convenors: Kirill Chunikhin, Elena Kochetkova, Julia Lajus, Simo Mikkonen 

 

While essentially an ideological conflict, the Cold War was always underpinned by

physical objects. Some of these things were clear metaphors for the conflict, such as the

Berlin Wall. However, less well-known objects also participated in the Cold War, uniting

politics and material culture. A wide range of items were produced for the Cold War: from

kitchen appliances to atomic bombs; buildings and built environments for ideologically

inspired urban plans; and satellites that continue to circle the globe. Crucially, the Iron

Curtain failed to prevent a transnational interplay of both military and civil items.

Technologies crossed Cold War borders within exchange exhibitions, experts’

collaborations, and intelligence operations. This  material   traffic  reveals the significance of  

things for Cold War matters: objects determined policies. 

This interdisciplinary symposium invites papers focusing on this material side of the Cold

War. Advanced PhD-students and early career scholars are invited to submit an abstract

(300–500 words) and a short CV until May 15, 2019 here: coldwarmatters@gmail.com.

Each presenter will be assigned a discussant selected from major experts in the field.

Papers (4000–6000 words) should be circulated one week prior the event in order to

ensure a fruitful discussion. 

Read more here. 

 

 

  

AAS2019 | Values in Anthropology, Values of Anthropology 

https://www.aasconf.org/2019/cfpan 

The 2019 conference of the Australian Anthropological Society will be held from 2-5
December at the Australian National University, Canberra. 
 

This year's meeting will invite contributions to discuss values, in and of anthropology. 

The Call for Panels and Roundtables is now open and will close on May 7. 

Please proceed to read the conference theme and the instructions and rules for

proposing a panel/roundtable on the Call for Panels page.

Theme
Anthropologists avow the value of anthropological perspectives and seek to bring such

views to bear on the understanding of "value" itself. What kinds of value do

anthropologists claim for their work, and how is value visible in it? What do others see as

the value/s of anthropological perspectives, research and writing? What does

anthropology have to contribute to understandings of value in general? 

AAS2019 invites panels on the subject of value, or values; and the various ways in which

value is realized, recognized and theorized in anthropological work. We welcome panels

that examine how value has been created, asserted and measured within anthropological

traditions and how the value of anthropological work has been evaluated by the wider

community. The debates that surround the assessment of a 'good' ethnography or a 'good'

project document, determine the health of the discipline but our own disciplinary sense of

what innovations is good is increasingly open to challenge from a wider audience who

demand a strategic or practical outcome from our work, and from reviewers of our work in

the communities we work with who demand that we address their concerns. Our ability to

entertain other versions of 'value' through our own valued cross-cultural methodologies

can be addressed by panels that focus on specific regions and sectors, and/ or theoretical

innovations. 
 
Key dates
Call for panels: OPEN NOW - closing 7 May 

Call for laboratories: 20 May - 1 July 

Call for papers: 20 May - 1 July 

Early bird registration: 5 August - 16 September

The Anthropology of Economy network was launched at the 2012 conference of the
European Association of Social Anthropologists. The Network unites EASA
members who share an interest in the anthropology of economy. 
Further information on the AoE
Network: https://www.easaonline.org/networks/economy/   

Contact for Newsletter inquiries and submissions: 

Detelina Tocheva, tocheva.detelina@gmail.com

 

AoE Network Newsletter 2019/1 was set by Ognjen Kojanić.

Copyright © Anthropology of Economy network, EASA 
 

Join the mailing list: 
http://lists.easaonline.org/listinfo.cgi/anthecon-easaonline.org  

 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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