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NEWSLETTER 2020/2 JULY

NETWORK ANNOUNCEMENT
Dear members of the Anthropology of Economy Network, dear readers of the
Newsletter,
 
This is the last Newsletter before the Conference in (virtual) Lisbon as well as
the last Newsletter under the current team of conveners. We would like to
thank all of you for your support over the years.
A new team of conveners will take over during the next Network meeting.
Following the call that we circulated via the mailing list and the Newsletter,
three people came forward as potential convenors.  
We are very happy to inform you that in the coming years the AoE Network will
be convened by Juliane Müller, Andreas Streinzer, Michele Filippo
Fontefrancesco and Charlotte Bruckermann, who co-convened the Network
between 2018-2020 and will therefore guarantee continuity. They will present
and discuss their plans during the Network meeting on 20 July 2020. All of you
are invited to participate in the meeting, whether you are attending the EASA
conference or not. You will find details below this announcement.
We wish the incoming team much success and inspiration in their work. They
have our full support.
We would like to thank James Carrier and Ognjen Kojanić for their vital
participation in editing the Newsletter. Both James and Ognjen will be
continuing their great involvement in the network with the incoming team.
 
Best regards,
Detelina, Dimitra, Martin (and Charlotte)

Mark your calendar!
ANTHROPOLOGY OF ECONOMY NETWORK MEETING

You can attend even if you are not attending the conference!

 

The next Anthropology of Economy Network meeting will take place virtually on
20.07.2020, 14.00-16.00 Lisbon time (UTC+1).

Current conveners will report on activities of the AoE Network and the incoming
conveners will present and discuss their plans with the members. These

meetings have always been central to the functioning of the Network, so it
would be great if you can attend. The Newsletter itself was proposed during the

last meeting.
The AoE Network meeting does NOT require conference “delegate” status. It is

“open” to all interested. This gives a good opportunity to ensure that all
members of the network can potentially attend the network meeting, regardless

of whether they will be attending the conference.
 

The Shindig URL is: https://shindig.com/login/event/easanet-economy
 

IN FOCUS

BERGHAHN HUMAN ECONOMY SERIES

Keith Hart, Series Editor, johnkeithhart@gmail.com
Theodoros Rakopoulos, Series Editor, trakopoulos@gmail.com,
Tony Mason, Senior Editor, Berghahn, anthony.mason@berghahnbooks.com
 
Editorial team:
 
Catherine Alexander (UK)
Sophie Chevalier (France)
Vito Laterza (Norway)
Sean Maliehe (South Africa)
Horacio Ortiz (China)
Theodore Powers (US)
Mallika Shakya (India)
 
This series is more an agenda-setting enterprise than a mere book series. It
promises to be the most important scholarly initiative to come from the global
south in a very long time; one that is sure to change how we think about the
world at large, about economy and humanity (John Comaroff).
 
“Human economy” is an umbrella term for a conversation between writers and
readers who draw on many different precedents. So far, our volumes have
concentrated on money as a source of unequal power and its potential for
human emancipation; economic democracy; credit and debt; gypsy economy;
and anti-mafia cooperatives. We now want to expand the series, encouraging
monographs and collections in dialogue with related approaches like moral
economy, commodity chains, health, popular and informal economies.
 
We hope to launch a plural, inclusive and decentralized network united by a
desire to make economy more human than at present, with the books of this
series as a common core. The economy is not a remote object. It is an idea of
how people should manage their lives. Emergent world society is undermining
national capitalism, the dominant social form of the last century. Economic
discourse is increasingly impersonal and remote from daily life. We seek to
inform scholars, activists and practitioners for whom building bridges between
what people really do and human interests as a whole are a matter of urgent
concern.
 
If you have a book proposal or manuscript you think might be suitable, have an
idea for a book or want to talk to the Editors informally, please contact us. For
more about the series, visit
 
https://www.berghahnbooks.com/series/?pg=huma_econ.

RESEARCH PROJECT CoRe – Configurations of Responsibilisation
Goethe University Frankfurt
 
https://www.goethe-university-
frankfurt.de/87497970/Configurations_of_Responsibilisation_CoRe
The research initiative at the Goethe Uni Frankfurt takes the attribution,
assumption, averting and bearing of responsibility into the focus of social and
cultural science inquiry. The focus is primarily on questions of reponsibilisation
in the sense of processes of 'responsibility-making'. The group brings
economic anthropology, cultural anthropology, science and technology studies,
and political anthropology into dialogue. Responsibilisation is understood in the
varieties of how people are made or take on “responsibility”, as a technology of
governance, subjectivation, and power. Concerning things economic, this might
include economic governance, “Eigenverantwortung” (self-responsibility),
financial literacy, home-ownership as aspiration and responsibility, and others.
Further work comes from the individual research interests of researchers:
Kathrin Eitel, Martin Fotta, Ruzana Liburkina, Laura Otto, Andreas Streinzer.
Some public anthropology of the group (in German):
https://www.frankfurter-debatte.de/corona-blog/details/responsibilisierungen-in-
der-corona-pandemie.html
https://alltaginderkrise.org/2020/05/29/individualisierte-verantwortung-
kollektivierte-folgen-responsibilisierungen-in-der-corona-pandemie/

 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS, EDITED VOLUMES, AND SPECIAL ISSUES

Dürr, Eveline and Juliane Müller
(eds.). 2019. The Popular Economy
in Urban Latin America: Informality,
Materiality, and Gender in
Commerce. Lanham, Maryland:
Lexington Books/Rowman &
Littlefield.
ISBN: 978-1498572392

https://rowman.com/ISBN/97814985
72392/The-Popular-Economy-in-
Urban-Latin-America-Informality-
Materiality-and-Gender-in-
Commerce

Mattioli, Fabio. 2020. Dark Finance:
Illiquidity and Authoritarianism at the
Margins of Europe. Stanford
University Press.
ISBN: 9781503611658
 
US/Canada/Latin America:
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?
id=30690
Discount code MATTIOLI20
 
UK/Rest: https://combined-
academic.myshopify.com/discount/C
SV2020DF?
redirect=%2Fproducts%2Fdark-
finance (discount code already
applied)
 

Verbrugge, Boris and Sara Geenen
(eds.). 2020.Global Gold Production
Touching Ground: Expansion,
Informalization, and Technological
Innovation. London, New York:
Palgrave Macmillan.
ISBN 978-3-030-38486-9

https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9
783030384852

ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS

Heffernan, Timothy, and Marek Pawlak. 2020. Crisis futures: The affects and
temporalities of economic collapse in Iceland. History and Anthropology
DOI: 10.1080/02757206.2020.1762589
 
 
Kasi, Eswarappa. 2020. Community-based organizations (CBOs) and their role
in the development of women: A case from Andhra Pradesh. Contemporary
Voice of Dalit
DOI: 10.1177/2455328X20922437
 
Kasi, Eswarappa and Atrayee Saha. 2019. Vulnerability and vulnerable groups
of people. In: The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Global Security Studies, edited by
S. Romaniuk, M. Thapa and P. Marton. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.
DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-74336-3_369-1
 
Müller, Juliane. 2020 Webs of fiesta-related trade. Chinese imports, investment
and reciprocity in La Paz, Bolivia. Critique of Anthropology 40 (2): 238-263.
DOI: 10.1177/0308275X20908297

Müller, Juliane. 2020 Labelling, packaging, scanning: Commodity paths and
diversions of mobile phones in the Andes. In: Exploring Materiality and
Connectivity in Anthropology and Beyond, edited by Philipp Schorsch, Martin
Saxer and Marlen Elders. London: UCL Press, 116-133.
ISBN: 9781787357488
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/collections/anthropology/products/130722
 
Salverda, Tijo. 2020. Multiscalar moral economy: Global agribusiness, rural
Zambian residents, and the distributed crowd. Focaal: Journal of Global and
Historical Anthropology
DOI: 10.3167/fcl.2020.033101
 
Schmidt, Mario. 2020. Incommensurate abstractions and the (re)quantification
of monetary amounts: how Western Kenyans measure and are measured in a
behavioral economic experiment, Journal of Cultural Economy.
DOI: 10.1080/17530350.2020.1763426

COVID-19 FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF
ECONOMIC ANTHROPOLOGY

PUBLICATIONS AND BLOG POSTS

Carrier, James. 2020. Coronavirus Context.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5422757/blog_2020_04_16_01
 
Chuang.cn. 2020. Social contagion: Microbial class war in China
http://chuangcn.org/2020/02/social-contagion/
 
Endres, Kirsten. 2020. Vietnam’s Patient 91.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5493432/blog_2020_06_26_01
 
Eriksen, Thomas Hylland. 2020. Notes on Swedish exceptionalism.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5428523/blog_2020_04_27_01
 
Fleischer, Friederike and Charlotte Bruckermann. 2020. Volunteering, care and
the self in a Chinese metropolis
http://publicanthropologist.cmi.no/author/friederike-fleischer/
 
Fontefrancesco, Michele F. 2020. The urban disease revealed in Italy.
Anthropology News website, June 3, 2020.
https://www.anthropology-news.org/index.php/2020/06/03/the-urban-disease-
revealed-in-italy/
 
Fontefrancesco, Michele F. (ed.). 2020. Effetto LOCKDOWN. Come sono
cambiate le abitudini alimentari degli italiani durante l'emergenza COVID-19.
Bra: Università degli Studi di Scienze Gastronomiche di Pollenzo.
ISBN: 978-88-907462-7-7
 
Hann, Chris. 2020. The corona silk road and the welfare state.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5409999/blog_2020_03_30_01
 
Harvey, Mark. The virus in our political and economic systems.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5453702/blog_2020_05_12_01
 
Ivanova, Katerina. 2020. Living in a parallel universe: the Belarusian response
to the pandemic.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5474460/blog_2020_29_05_01
 
Jeffery, Roger. 2020. India’s (Hindutva’s) responses: exacerbate inequalities,
punish minorities.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5448419/blog_2020_05_04_01
 
Kalb, Don. 2020. Covid, crisis, and the coming contestations
http://www.focaalblog.com/2020/06/01/don-kalb-covid-crisis-and-the-coming-
contestations/
 
Lipton, Jonah. 2020. What Ebola taught me about the coronavirus: panic will
get us nowhere.  
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/mar/11/what-ebola-taught-
me-about-coronavirus-panic-will-get-us-nowhere
 
Long, Nick. 2020. New Zealand did ‘support bubbles’ first. Here’s what England
can learn from them.
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/12/new-zealand-
support-bubbles-england
 
Olma, Nikolaos. 2020. Pandemic (Im)mobilities: motorbike delivery workers in
locked-down Athens.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/3557179/blog
 
Pasieka, Agnieszka. 2020. Asparagus ontology : familiar responses in
exceptional times.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5476169/blog_2020_06_04_01
 
Pieke, Frank. 2020. Pandemic Politics and the China-US Conflict.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5428642/blog_2020_04_30_01
 
Sampson, Steve. 2020. Corona in Denmark: Germans in, Swedes out…
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5460564/blog_2020_25_05_01
 
Scheiring, Gábor. 2020. Orbanomics and populist health crisis management in
Hungary.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5457550/blog_2020_05_19_01
 
Schmidt, Mario. 2020. “In Pipeline, Panic is Unnecessary” – How poor
Narobians deal with the advent of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
https://www.focaalblog.com/2020/03/23/mario-schmidt-in-pipeline-panic-is-
unnecessary-how-poor-nairobians-deal-with-the-advent-of-the-covid-19-
pandemic/
 
Smith, Gavin. 2020. Rereading Marx on machines in the time of COVID-19
https://www.focaalblog.com/2020/05/15/gavin-smith-rereading-marx-on-
machines-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
 
Somatosphere. 2020. Covid-19 Forum Lynteris, Christos (ed.), contributions
by: Xiang Biao, Melissa Leach, Frédéric Keck, Hayley MacGregor, Hans
Steinmuller, Christine Lee, Tamara Giles-Vernick, Lukas Engelmann, Robert
Peckham, Alison Bashford, Lyle Fearnley, Priscilla Song and Joseph Walline,
Adia Benton, Alice Street and Ann H. Kelly
http://somatosphere.net/2020/covid-19-forum-introduction.html/
 
Terpe, Sylvia. 2020. Corona just highlights the problems society already has:
three examples from Germany.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5416443/blog_2020_04_06_01
 
Vincze, Enikő. 2020. Post-covid “economic recovery” in Romania: forget labor,
save capital, and support militarization?
https://www.focaalblog.com/2020/06/19/eniko-vincze-post-covid-economic-
recovery-in-romania-forget-labor-save-capital-and-support-militarization/
 
Volpato, G., M.F. Fontefrancesco, P. Gruppuso, D.M. Zocchi, A. Pieroni. 2020.
Baby pangolins on my plate: possible lessons to learn from the COVID-19
pandemic. Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 16:19.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13002-020-00366-4
 
Wanka, Anna and Andreas Streinzer. 2020. Systemrelevante Berufe: Klatschen
ist gut, ordentlich bezahlen ist besser. Frankfurter Rundschau
https://www.fr.de/politik/corona-coronavirus-systemrelevante-berufe-
bezahlung-13735316.html
 
Williams, Samuel. 2020. Comparing Pandemics.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5481940/blog_2020_06_17_01         
 
Yalçın-Heckmann, Lale. 2020. Pandemic management in Turkey: tensions and
open questions.
https://www.eth.mpg.de/5425289/blog_2020_04_22_01

COVID-19 RELATED PROJECT

Provisioning and Support during the SARS-CoV-2-Pandemic (VERSUS-
Corona)
https://wprn.org/item/452552

The project investigates reconfigurations of provisioning in German, Swiss and
Austrian households. It combines economic anthropology, the sociology of
inequality, and critical theory in its framework. Methodologically, we use
surveys, financial diaries, and reconstructive-ethnographic interviews to
understand the multi-scalar reconfigurations of how people seek to secure their
material survival, their social status and cultural recognition. The framework
combines analyses of political economies and everyday lives by focusing on
the interplay and interdependencies of structures of social reproduction,
political measures, and situated practices. The project is located at the Institute
for Social Research (IfS) and Goethe Uni Frankfurt.

Researchers: Andreas Streinzer, Anna Wanka, Almut Poppinga, Georg Marx,
Carolin Zieringer.

The project team also coordinates SoKu Corona, a cluster of anthropological,
sociological, gender studies, socio-gerontological, and psychological projects
on the pandemic: https://www.uni-frankfurt.de/soku-corona

PERSPECTIVES, NOTES AND QUERIES
Extraction: Ecological foundations and metaphorical limitations

In the social sciences concepts come and go. They seem to be doing so with
increasing speed in recent years, because of increasing pressure to publish.
The result is a proliferation of academic fads and buzzwords, but the popularity
of some concepts rests on more solid ground. Those are the ones that capture
key aspects of the zeitgeist. This seems to be the case with ‘extraction’ and
related concepts like extractivism and extractive capitalism.

Coming largely from work on Latin America, the notion of extraction has gained
purchase over the last ten years or so and has been applied to an increasing
number of economic phenomena, logics and processes. This reflects the
marked growth and global spread of mining and related natural resource
extraction in the last couple of decades. Economic anthropologists and others
have been paying attention to this, speaking of the rise of extractivism and
analysing the ways that extractive activities and logics permeate economic life
at large.

Indeed, much of the appeal of the term seems to rest on its expansive
potential. For instance, using the notion to characterise certain forms of
industrial agriculture helps point to its lack of regard for the reproduction of
people, its harmful environmental effects and its reliance on pesticides, fossil
fuels and other finite stocks of materials. In these and similar uses, the strength
of the term stems from its capacity to expose the ecological foundations of all
economic activity and to document and theorise the pillage of nature that fuels
the life of modern societies.

Yet, the notion of extraction is also used in a metaphorical way to refer to all
that is wrong with contemporary capitalism, such as rent seeking,
financialisation, monopoly capital, cronyism and continuing primitive
accumulation. There seems no analytical reason for this metaphorical
expansion, as we already have terms for these things and bodies of thought
relating to them. Rather, the reason seems largely political: by showing that the
degradation of the environment and the mistreatment of people are of a piece,
the aim is to bring together disparate struggles against a deeply unfair
economic system.

Like many economic anthropologists I sympathise with this political impetus.
However, I am not sure that the best way that we can contribute to it is by a
metaphorical expansion that can blunt the edges of our analysis and, perhaps
more importantly, contribute to the obscuring of the ecological foundations of
economic processes. These are the foundations that the notion of extraction
promised to illuminate.

The discussion will continue. However, if we want this discussion to be fruitful
and not just another momentary fad, we ought to be careful about conflating
conceptual development with metaphorical expansion, thus treating the term
as though it had the capacity to mean pretty much anything. Instead, we ought
to make the effort to be as specific as we are insightful, and so help to make
sure that ‘extraction’ keeps meaning something.

 

Jaume Franquesa

University at Buffalo, SUNY

jaume@buffalo.edu

 

If you want to reply to this column, or if you want to write a column or have an
idea for one, please communicate with James G. Carrier:

jgc.jgcarrier@gmail.com

CALLS FOR PAPERS, APPLICATIONS AND
SIMILAR

PhD positions, University of St. Gallen, Switzerland

We are happy to announce that we are inviting applications for two PhD-
Positions in the SNSF-Project “Europe's Un/Deserving: Moralizations of
Inequality in Comparative Perspective” (1.1.2021-31.12.2024) at the School
for Humanities and Social Sciences, University of St. Gallen, Switzerland. The
4-year project is headed by Prof. Dr. Jelena Tosic and co-coordinated by Dr.
Andreas Streinzer and is based on a cooperation with Prof. Dr. Violetta Zentai
(Center for Policy Studies, CEU, Budapest).
The two PhD students’ essential duty will be to develop, write and submit a
PhD dissertation at the University of St. Gallen based on their respective
research in one of the two sub-projects:

“Productive families and capable mothers: Un/deservingness in
Hungarian family policy” conducted in cooperation with Prof. Violetta
Zentai, (CEU, Budapest). The project focuses on the re-organization of
family policy in Hungary (in particular after 2010) and its ideological
underpinnings (“proper” deserving family, gender conservatism,
nationalism, etc.). More info: https://direktlink.prospective.ch/?
view=5d2c521e-7714-41d6-94b1-e657dc13a5b3
“Un/deserving to ‘be Swiss’: Re-assessing ‘Schweizermachen’ and dual
citizenship” conducted in cooperation with Prof. Jelena Tosic and Dr.
Sandra King-Savic. The project focuses on the aftermath of the revised
Swiss citizenship law (2014) and its ambiguous combination of liberalism
and a pronounced gendered and culturalising boundary-making towards
(migrant) “otherness”. More info: 
https://direktlink.prospective.ch/?view=299c86ee-c977-4166-ad5b-
82ace897bc8e

The deadline for applying is July 31st 2020.
Please share widely and come back to us for questions and clarifications.
Jelena Tosic
jelena.tosic@unisg.ch
 
Andreas Streinzer
streinzer@em.uni-frankfurt.de
 

The Anthropology of Economy network was launched at the 2012 conference of the
European Association of Social Anthropologists. The Network unites EASA members
who share an interest in the anthropology of economy.
Further information on the AoE Network:
https://www.easaonline.org/networks/economy/   

Contact for Newsletter inquiries and submissions: 

Charlotte Bruckermann, charlottebruckermann@gmail.com

 

AoE Network Newsletter 2020/2 was set by Ognjen Kojanić.

Copyright © Anthropology of Economy network, EASA
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