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NEWSLETTER 2025/1 APRIL

IN FOCUS

Dear Anthropology of Economy Network members,

We hope this message finds you well!

Below, you will find the latest calls and publications from fellow network members, along with the Call for Papers for
our upcoming biannual meeting, co-organised with the EASA Europeanist Network. The event will take place at the
Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle (Saale), Germany on 17–19 September 2025, and will explore
the theme of “Economic Shifts and New Ideologies in Green Transitions in Europe and Beyond.” We look forward to
your paper proposals and to seeing many of you there!

As previously mentioned, we are also in the process of refreshing the EASA website of our network. Among other
things, we would like to update the list and map of European institutions involved in teaching or researching
economic anthropology. If your department or university has an active research programme related to economic
anthropology and we haven’t included it yet, please email Ognjen Kojanić to share relevant information.
 

PERSPECTIVES, NOTES AND QUERIES
 
 

For a more involved economic anthropology
At a dinner in Paris recently I sat next to one of the pre-eminent AI scientists, Yoshua Bengio. He is the most widely-
cited AI researcher in the world and he has one mission: to make sure that we know about the dangers of AI and
build alternative systems.

The International AI Safety Report, released at the Paris AI Summit that we both attended in February 2025,
presented the picture that he and the other 99 AI experts paint of what are we to expect in terms of AI in the near
future: general-purpose AI is already involved in the manipulation of public opinion, the creation of fake content, cyber
offences and, likely, the development of chemical and biological weapon attack plans. Systemic risks are imminent as
AI development moves fast: from environmental impacts and large-scale job displacement to privacy issues and the
further concentration of tech power in the hands of a small number of companies and individuals. AI threats are
burgeoning on a geopolitical as well as an individual scale.

Bengio’s conclusion was urgent: we still have programmers who are smarter than AI, but that is just a question of
time. Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) is coming soon and it will be clever enough to protect itself from our
interference.

All of this is happening at a time when new American (and to an extent British) leaders issue flurry after flurry of
executive orders and withdraws the country from treaties and co-ordination, including those concerning AI.

Why does this all matter to economic anthropologists? Why was I even at this dinner and the summit in Paris?

We need to get involved. Like many other global problems, this needs everyone’s best input, including those who are
on the ground talking to and living with people at the fringes of developments like AI. We bring to the table what
economists and engineers do not: sensitivity to culture, to locality, to specificity. We are not optimisers, and that is
important. 

Especially when things move fast and the world is overwhelmed, perhaps deliberately, we need to step back and look
deeper. That is what anthropologists do. 

My current research, teaching and activism are focused on one aspect that is closely intertwined with the rise of AI.
Since 2017 I have been studying the venture-capital investors who are funding the AI revolution. They invest in AI
startups and sit on the boards of many of these companies. My plea is simple: we need to follow the money and
understand better how these financiers work, many of whom are investing money from people's pension funds and
countries' sovereign wealth funds.. This is a first step toward the transparency in this part of the AI ecosystem that
can be the basis for formulating interventions. 

Where can you come in? What aspect of this can you help the world understand better?

Dr Johannes Lenhard
University of Cambridge / VentureESG
jfl37@cam.ac.uk

If you want to reply to this column, or if you want to write a column or have an idea for one, please communicate with
James G. Carrier: jgc.jgcarrier@gmail.com

CALL FOR PAPERS

Workshop of EASA’s Anthropology of Economy (AOE) and Europeanist Anthropology
(EuroNet) Networks

Economic Shifts and New Ideologies in Green Transitions in Europe and Beyond

 
Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Halle (Saale), Germany, 17-19 September 2025 | Proposal submission
deadline: 30 April 2025

Climate change and capitalist development are reorganising economic landscapes, shaping future imaginaries, and
producing new frameworks for interpreting the present moment, all while dictating political priorities and influencing
public opinion across the ideological spectrum. Amidst looming geopolitical threats and fierce competition for leading
technologies—such as AI and electric cars—green transition has become central to both public discourse and
contemporary politics across Europe. The EU’s green transition champions techno-modernism in an ostensibly ‘just’
fashion, which—in theory—defends the 20th-century social model, where workers are guaranteed jobs and have a
say in economic management. In practice, however, even countries committed to just transition struggle to create
new green jobs with the same level of job security and labour protections that characterised coal mining and other
professions deemed obsolete by climate policies. In Germany, the uncertainties associated with ‘structural
transformation’ (Strukturwandel) have fuelled far-right populism in former coal-mining regions. In France, the Yellow
Vest movement emerged in response to a fossil fuel tax that was perceived as socially unjust due to its lack of
transparency and disproportionate impact on those living far from urban centres. Meanwhile, beyond the core
economies of European capitalism, the resource and energy demands of the green transition are turning peripheral
regions—such as Greece and Serbia—into new frontiers of exploitation. These processes have sparked various
forms of resistance, with communities mobilising against the loss of agricultural land, water resources, and pristine
ecosystems due to the expansion of lithium mines, solar power plants, wind turbines, and other large-scale projects.
While some people are increasingly concerned about the impact of climate change, others are more apprehensive
about the socio-economic consequences of climate mitigation policies.

We aim to explore people’s common concerns, how they are shaped by climate change mitigation and adaptation
policies, and how these concerns, in turn, influence political discourse on the green transition, and ultimately the
future of Europe —creating a complex political landscape that provides fertile ground for right-wing and populist ideas
—across the following (non-exhaustive) set of domains:

●    The loss of fossil-fuel powered jobs and the struggle to create ‘green’ jobs.
●    New extractive frontiers and their discontents.
●    Opposition to green taxes and lifestyle restrictions.
●    Conflicts around rewilding and conservation policies.

Please send your paper proposals (including title, abstract of no more than 250 words, and author’s name and
affiliation) to easanetwork2025@proton.me by 30 April 2025.

There is limited funding available for precarious scholars and PhD students. If you would like to be considered,
please indicate that in your application.

Accepted participants will be expected to pre-circulate 2500-3000-word draft papers by 1 August 2025 to facilitate
discussion, which will be conducted in a roundtable format.

Keynote speakers:
Jaume Franquesa, Associate Professor, University of Buffalo, USA
Asta Vonderau, Professor, Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Germany

Organising committee:
Ognjen Kojanić, Ieva Snikersproge, Nikolaos Olma, Elena Sischarenco (AOE)
Patrícia Ferraz de Matos, Panas Karampampas (EuroNet)

 

2025 American Anthropological Association (AAA) Annual Meeting

New Orleans, USA, 19 - 23 November 2025.

Fiscal flows: A site of ethnographic intervention and disciplinary reflection

Convenors: Charles Dolph (UCL Anthropology) & Miranda Sheild Johansson (UCL Anthropology)

This panel posits “fiscal flows” as an object of study and as a site for re-thinking areas of anthropological interrogation
such as the state, debt and credit, inequalities, nation-making, and everyday life. Fiscal flows encompass both the
payment of taxes as well as myriad forms of redistribution and expenditure. In paying attention to flows we explore
the particular paths that fiscal resources take, where, what, and who they run to, from, and through, where they pool,
and where they dry up. Fiscal flows themselves are generative of critical junctions in economic, political, and social
life—pulling together and channelling the movement of resources, wealth, and power, and directing anthropological
analysis to such traffic. Fiscal flows are also entangled with wider global forces; they are set to be reconfigured, for
example, in relation to geopolitical shifts and the emerging European drive towards rearmament and “security,” with
political leaders and pundits calling for a move “from the welfare state to the warfare state.” Among the ramifications
of such a potential pivot is to raise the specter of a revamped “fiscal-military state,” which for ordinary European
citizens may augur impositions of “workfare” rather than reinvestment in welfare.

We invite papers that explore all aspects of fiscal flows and how they produce society and the presence of spectres
of extractive histories, including but not limited to: taxes, benefits, public spending, redistribution, and monetary and
fiscal policy.

Questions pertinent to a discussion of fiscal flows include:  

Who is seen to pay for whom and, conversely, to benefit? What moral/ethical evaluations are attached to fiscal
obligation and expenditure?
What are the effects of fiscal flows on individual subjects and social collectivities, from the household to
transnational?
How does the fiscal figure in projects of governance, security, social movements, political contestation, etc?
Where might fiscal flows encounter entanglements and blockages, and with what effects?
How can attention to fiscal flows generate sites of ethnographic intervention and disciplinary reflection?

Taking fiscal flows as a point of departure, this panel aims to open up new anthropological horizons and thematic
linkages, and create critical space for re-considering the discipline’s engagements with policy, social movements, and
other political actors within and beyond academia.

Please submit a title and abstract (of no more than 1500 characters) to Charles Dolph (c.dolph@ucl.ac.uk) by Friday,
4 April 2025.
 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS

Extraction, Global
Commodity Trade, and
Urban Development in
Zambia's Northwestern
Province: An Ethnography
of Inequality and
Interdependence, by Rita
Kesselring, Bloomsbury
Academic, 2025. 
 
Rita Kesselring provides a deep,
open access ethnographic account
of wildly uneven, deeply
interconnected development
trajectories of Solwezi, a rapidly
growing copper mining town in
Zambia, and Zug, an increasingly
important urban hub for metal
trading firms in Switzerland. In so
doing, she provides a valuable and
compelling case study of the
unequal interdependencies, both
financial and personal, that global
capitalism creates between towns
and cities in the Global North and
Global South, all of which suggests
new ways of fighting for more
equitable relationships.

Through detailed storytelling,
Kesselring explores the lives and
routines of financiers in Switzerland
as well as those of state officials,
public office bearers, residents,
architects, mine managers, and mine
employees in Solwezi. From there,
she follows Solwezi’s copper to
harbors in Eastern and Southern
Africa and beyond as it makes its
way through warehousing,
certification, customs clearance,
shipping, financing, and trading.
Highlighting the key actors in this
value chain, Kesselring reveals not
only the central role Switzerland
plays in Southern Africa's mining
industry, but also the central role that
Southern Africa plays in
Switzerland’s ever-growing status as
a leading service commodity trading
hub—this thanks primarily to the
constant flow of wealth from Zambia
to Switzerland.

What emerges from this startlingly
detailed portrait of inequitable
interdependencies is a new path for
a way forward. It is only through joint
solidarity action between such vastly
different but inherently connected
places, Kesselring argues, that the
world can arrive at more equitable
North-South economic relationships. 

The volume is freely available from
the publisher's website.
ISBN 978-1-3504-5431-6
 

Forms of Inequality and the
Legitimacy of Governance,
Volume One, edited by Italo
Pardo and Giuliana B.
Prato, Palgrave
Macmillan, 2025.
 

This edited volume uses
ethnographic cases to examine
social, political, and economic
inequality in diverse urban settings.
This book is couched in the idea
that ethnographically based analysis
helps to bring out the nature and
interconnections between different
forms of inequality and sheds light
on the major forces that combine to
create inequalities. Ethnography also
helps to identify the dynamics that
undergird the principle of freedom of
thought and of action—a key
principle, that is, of associated life in
a democracy—and recognize
empirically that these dynamics not
only protect difference but increase
it, for they underpin the freedom of
the individual to use their talents to
manage their lives and achieve their
goals. This first volume in a two-part
series focuses on legitimacy,
governance, labour and urban
change, and stereotypes and
individual choice. This book will be of
interest to scholars and students in
sociocultural anthropology,
sociology, politics, socio-legal
studies, urban change, and
education.
 

https://link.springer.com/book/97830
31786068
ISBN 9783031786068

 

Forms of Inequality and the
Legitimacy of Governance,
Volume Two, edited by Italo
Pardo and Giuliana B.
Prato, Palgrave
Macmillan, 2025.
 

This edited volume uses
ethnographic cases to examine
social, political, and economic
inequality in diverse urban settings.
This book is couched in the idea
that ethnographically-based analysis
helps to bring out the nature and
interconnections between different
forms of inequality and sheds light
on the major forces that combine to
create inequalities. Ethnography also
helps to identify the dynamics that
undergird the principle of freedom of
thought and of action — a key
principle, that is, of associated life in
a democracy — and recognize
empirically that these dynamics not
only protects difference but increase
it, for they underpin the freedom of
the individual to use their talents to
manage their lives and achieve their
goals. This second volume in a two-
part series focuses on housing and
residential patterns, development
and urban regeneration, and
education. This book will be of
interest to scholars and students in
sociocultural anthropology,
sociology, politics, socio-legal
studies, urban change, education.

 
https://link.springer.com/book/97830
31786938
ISBN 9783031786938

 

Rural Affective
Economies: An
Ethnographic Approach to
Local Development in
Rural Italy, by Michele
Filippo Fontefrancesco,
Palgrave Macmillan Cham,
2025.
 
This book delves into the
development trajectories of rural
Europe, with a specific focus on Italy.
The book addresses the key
challenges rural communities face
and explores the potential for
grassroots development. The
concept of affective economy is
central to the book, which is
introduced and utilized to analyze
these dynamics.

The book assesses local food
heritage and agrifood chains to
showcase how these elements can
serve as pillars for sustainable local
development. It provides tools and
methodologies for identifying and
documenting food heritage, offering
practical insights for public and
private stakeholders interested in
fostering local economic growth, and
shows how emotional and social
bonds within communities can drive
sustainable growth. This book is a
must-read for academics and
practitioners passionate about
sustainable development who want
to envision concrete strategies for
rural development.

https://link.springer.com/book/10.100
7/978-3-031-70826-8
ISBN 978-3-031-70825-1

 

Selective Solidarity:
Children and Middle-Class
Moralities in Transnational
Senegal, by Chelsie Yount,
University of Pennsylvania
Press, forthcoming in 2025.

An ethnography of Senegalese
households in Paris and Dakar that
analyzes ways families negotiate
transnational kinship

Selective Solidarity examines how
global inequalities change the ways
transnational families negotiate
“economic moralities,” or
expectations about material
obligations. Analyzing everyday
exchanges in middle-class
Senegalese households in Paris and
Dakar, this book traces links
between the language that mediates
acts of food sharing and gift giving,
and moral discourses that shape
redistribution beyond the household.
Foregrounding children’s role in
transnational relations,
anthropologist Chelsie Yount urges
us to rethink questions of agency in
economic practice.

How do children grapple with the
multiple, and sometimes
contradictory, moral expectations
they encounter at home and abroad?
What can their practical struggles tell
us about the ways the decline of the
middle class in Europe impacts
kinship connections in the African
diaspora? The difficulties migrant
parents face in transmitting class
status to their French-born children
lays bare the fact that for visible
minorities, “integration” is not a state
one can achieve once and for all, but
a process that can potentially be
undone. Yount argues that the
French-born children of Senegalese,
acutely aware of the discrimination
they face in France, also forge
affective and economic connections
abroad that are key to creating and
reproducing transnational kinship.

At its heart, Selective Solidarity is
about children’s experiences sharing
food and giving gifts in Paris and on
trips to Dakar. This book considers
experiences of family life in global
capitalism, focusing on middle-class
downward mobility to highlight the
ways socioeconomic relations are
redefined as resources stretch thin.
Highlighting the uneven terrain of
transnational kinship, Selective
Solidarity offers a new perspective
on theories of value, revealing how
moral expectations of kinship in
Africa are bound up with values of
immigrant integration in Europe.
Together, these economic moralities
shape families’ attempts to navigate
the vicissitudes of tiered migration
trajectories as heightened tensions
surrounding migration reconfigure
class structures globally.

https://www.pennpress.org/9781512
827569/selective-solidarity/
ISBN 9781512827569
 

Unraveling Management:
Its Institutions, Practices
and Beliefs, edited
by James G. Carrier,
Berghahn, 2025.

Management is everywhere. Schools
teach it and professional
organisations counsel about it.
Books and articles are written for
managers and about them.
Management is usually understood
in terms of styles of management,
management policies and successful
management but few tend to think
about management in an abstract
sense. This book addresses this gap
and provokes us to think seriously
about this assumed entity. It does so
in various ways, by treating
management as an institution, as an
object of study, as engaged with
culture in different ways and as
laden with conflicts.

https://www.berghahnbooks.com/title
/CarrierUnraveling
ISBN 978-1-80539-692-5

 

Ethnographies of
Deservingness: Unpacking
Ideologies of Distribution
and Inequality, edited
by Jelena Tošić and
Andreas Streinzer,
Berghahn, 2025 [in
paperback].
 

Claims around 'who deserves what
and why' moralise inequality in the
current global context of
unprecedented wealth and its ever
more selective
distribution. Ethnographies of
Deservingness explores this
seeming paradox and the role of
moralized assessments of
distribution by reconnecting
disparate discussions in the
anthropology of migration, economic
anthropology and political
anthropology. This edited collection
provides a novel and systematic
conceptualization of Deservingness
and shows how it can serve as a
prime and integrative conceptual
prism to ethnographically explore
transforming welfare states, regimes
of migration, as well as capitalist
social reproduction and relations at
large.
 

https://www.berghahnbooks.com/title
/TosicEthnographies
ISBN 978-1-80539-754-0

 

SPECIAL ISSUES

Theme Section "Forty
Years of Europe and the
People without History,"
edited by Don Kalb and
Luisa Steur. Focaal
100 (2024).

https://www.berghahnjournals.com/vi
ew/journals/focaal/2024/100/focaal.2
024.issue-100.xml

Theme Section "Managing
Problem Debt in Europe:
Financialization,
Households, and Debt
Apparatuses," edited by
Irene Sabaté Muriel and
Marek Mikuš. Focaal 101
(2025).

https://www.berghahnjournals.com/vi
ew/journals/focaal/2025/101/focaal.2
025.issue-101.xml
 

Special Issue "Strategic
Entanglements," edited
by Andreas Streinzer
and Jelena Tošić. Critique
of Anthropology 45:1
(2025).

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/coa
a/45/1

 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Acherjee, Ananya, and Eswarappa Kasi. 2024. "Unheard Voice of Tribal Women: An Ethnographic Exploration from
the Countryside of India." In Interdisciplinary Gendered Talks: Proceedings Book, edited by Laura Grunberg
and Corina Ilinca, 113-130. Bucharest: Bucharest University Press.

Focaal Editors. 2024. "The Focaal 100: One Hundred Indispensable Works for Thinking in Our Times. Focaal 100:
97-126. DOI: 10.3167/fcl.2024.1000108

Sreehari, K. R., and Eswarappa Kasi. 2025. "Beyond the Veil of Death: Evolving Traditions in the Ancestral Rituals of
the Irula Tribe of Attapadi, South India." OMEGA - Journal of Death and Dying. Online First. DOI:
10.1177/00302228251319828

Streinzer, Andreas. 2025. "Real Dystopias: Over-Commoning and Elite Capture in Austria." Critique of Anthropology
45(1): 96-107. DOI: 10.1177/0308275X251315273

Streinzer, Andreas. 2025. "Leaking Panic as Policy: Bordering, Scaling, and Forming in Austrian Distributive
Politics." Anthropological Theory. Online First. DOI: 10.1177/14634996241311703

Streinzer, Andreas, and Jelena Tošić. 2025. "Introduction: Strategic Entanglements - Un/Commoning as Relational
Labour of Articulating Resource Modalities." Critique of Anthropology 45(1): 3-14. DOI: 10.1177/0308275X251315275

The Anthropology of Economy network was launched at the 2012 conference of the European Association of Social
Anthropologists. The Network unites EASA members who share an interest in the anthropology of economy.
Further information on the AoE Network: https://www.easaonline.org/networks/economy/   

Contact for Newsletter inquiries and submissions: 
Nikolaos Olma, nolma@sa.aegean.gr

AoE Network Newsletter 2025/1 was set by Nikolaos Olma.

Copyright © Anthropology of Economy network, EASA
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