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9th December 2025

Dear colleagues

Since the formation of our network at the 2022 EASA Conference in Belfast — born from the merger of
the Anthropology of Security and Peace and Conflict Studies in Anthropology (PaCSA) networks — we
have been active in organising academic spaces to foster discussion, exchange and collaboration on
themes related to the anthropology of peace, conflict, violence, security, and resistance. As 2025 comes
to an end, we reflect on another deeply troubling year marked by authoritarian politics, militarization
and genocidal violence, but also a year filled with political hope, joy and solidarity — despite everything.
In this newsletter, we would like to briefly recap our activities in 2025 and share our plans for 2026.

EVENTS OF THE PAST YEAR

APECS 2025 CONFERENCE IN EDINBURGH

In June 2025, we organised the APeCS network conference Future-Making in Times of Conflict, Violence
and Insecurity. The conference was hosted by the School of Social and Political Sciences at the University
of Edinburgh.

In contemporary contexts of violent conflict and struggle, powerful actors use narratives of security,
peace, and development to justify politics of the future that often not only shatter the future hopes of
others but are also realized at the expense of the freedom, security, and fundamental rights of less
powerful actors. While insecurity and violence limit the possibilities of a peaceful and just future for all,
they also inspire refusal and resistance, enabling marginalized and oppressed people and groups to
imagine and invent new forms of belonging and living together, beyond the political order of the nation-
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state and its violent boundaries. Against this background, the conference explored diverse and
contested forms of future-making in times of conflict, violence and insecurity.

The conference featured a keynote lecture by Prof. Tobias Kelly
(University of Edinburgh) on ‘Human Right, Torture and
Impunity’, a screening and panel discussion of the film ‘The Rose
of loannina’ by Na'ama Landau, Livnat Konopny-Decleve and Adi
Liraz, and the creative workshop ‘Stories that reconnect’. The
nine conference panels, spanning 17 time slots, covered themes
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such as ‘vigilante futures’, ‘a

THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH

Participants of the APeCS network question of complicity’, ‘the ¢ School of Social and

Political Science
conference (from left to right: Margaret future of peacebuilding’,
Dorsey, Livnat Konopny-Decleve, Ana “future-ma king under _A
Ivasiuc and Miguel Diaz-Barriga) o , o ————— i
occupation’, theorising .

futures with Mbembe’, and ‘youth as the future’. Supported
by EASA and the University of Edinburgh’s School of Social and
Political Science, the 2025 APeCS conference attracted more than
80 participants from across the world. Despite our limited budget,
we were able to provide travel grants of between 100 and 300 euros
to support precarious researchers and scholars from the Global
South in attending the conference.

0 by Pascale Schild

The APeCS network conference is supposed to be held every two APCCS Confirence 2025, Uninersty of dibrgh, 23 June 202
Future-Making in Times of Conflict, Violence and Insecurity

years, alternating with the EASA biennial conference. The next

APeCS conference is planned for 2027.

Please find the complete programme
here.

ONLINE EVENT AND ROUNDTABLE ‘FAZ’A (4<33) IN THE FACE OF

ONGOING NAKBA

Together with the Decolonial Anthropology Network DAN of the EASA, APeCS endorsed the event and
roundtable organised by Insaniyyat, the Society for Palestinian Anthropologists, on practices of re-
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Insaniyyat | Society for Palestinian
Anthropologists
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\h 1 sistance to the ongoing Nakba in Palestine.

In Palestine, there are long traditions of faz’a (4<;8), or mutual aid,
ranging from collective practices of agricultural work to home re-
You’re Invited | Roundtable: | building after an Israeli demolition to collective defence of someone
' being bullied or targeted. Amidst the Israeli genocide in Gaza, mass
starvation, constant displacements, and bombings, practices of faz’a
continue to emerge as Palestinians have focused on survival and

supporting loved ones. Against this background, the roundtable dis-
FAZ’'A IN THE FACE OF cussed the histories of faz’'a, focusing on how mutual aid has

ONGOING NAKBA sustained Palestinians throughout the ongoing Nakba. It examined
how, during the genocide, practices of faz’a have been revitalized in
the most dire circumstances.

The event was moderated by Ruba Salih. Among the roundtable
panelists were Laura Adwan, Hadeel Assali, Amahl Bishara and Aseel Sawalha.
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https://easaonline.org/event/apecs-conference-2025-university-of-edinburgh/

PLANNED EVENTS FOR 2026

APeCS will organise a network members” meeting during the EASA 2026 conference in Poznan from
21-24 July. If you will be in

r
Poznan for the conference, EASA PuZNAN zuzs

please join us to meet old and oy ene .
new colleagues and friends Anthropology: Possibilities in a Polarised World

and to discuss the future direction of our network!
We are also sponsoring two APeCS network panels at the EASA 2026 conference:

e The politics of emotion in conflict, violence and collective struggle, co-convened by Pascale
Schild and Bushra Punjabi, see link: https://nomadit.co.uk/conference/easa2026/p/18222
e Matters of risk: Infrastructures and technologies of (in)security and polarization, co-convened

by Umut Kuruuzum, Ebru Kayaalp, Tessa Diphoorn and Vidushi Kaushik, see link:
https://nomadit.co.uk/conference/easa2026/p/18402

Please consider submitting your abstract and participating!

Furthermore, we plan to hold one or two (online) events/roundtables in the upcoming year. Like our
previous online roundtable ‘The ethnography of far-right vigilantism’, these events aim to bring together
anthropologists researching related questions in different contexts around the world. If you would like
to organise an event involving/endorsed by the network, please get in touch!

SOCIAL-MEDIA AND PUBLICATIONS

Our network mailing list has around 700 members. Our X account has nearly 1,000 followers, and our
Facebook page has over 1,800 followers. We recently created a LinkedIn account for the network:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/anthropology-of-peace-conflict-and-security-apecs/

Follow us on social media to stay informed about our latest news and events, and help us spread the
word!

Please see below for a list of publications by APeCS members in 2024-25. The publications cover a va-
riety of themes relating to ethnography, theory, methodology, and pedagogy within the anthropology
of peace, conflict, and security. Thank you to everyone who shared their work with us!

We are looking forward to collaborating with you in 2026.
Warmest wishes,
Pascale Schild and Livnat Konopny-Decleve

Co-convenors APeCS
apecs convenors@easaonline.org

APeCS Network Website:
https://easaonline.org/networks/anthropology-of-peace-conflict-and-security/
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS BY APECS MEMBERS 2024-2025

BOOKS

Aijazi, Omer. 2024. Atmospheric Violence: Disaster and Repair in Kashmir. University of Pennsylvania Press.
https://www.pennpress.org/9781512823608/atmospheric-violence/

Bjorkdahl, Annika and Johanna Mannergren (eds). 2025. The Production of Gendered Knowledge of War. London:
Routledge. https://www.routledge.com/The-Production-of-Gendered-Knowledge-of-War-Women-and-
Epistemic-Power/Bjorkdahl-Mannergren/p/book/9781032869988

Burnyeat, Gwen. 2024. La cara de la paz: Gobierno, pedagogia de paz y desinformacion en Colombia. Bogota:
Editorial del Rosario.

Fontein, Joost, Tessa Diphoorn, Peter Lockwood, and Constance Smith (eds.). 2024. Nairobi Becoming. Security,
Uncertainty and Contingency. Punctum Books. https://punctumbooks.com/titles/nairobi-becoming-security-
uncertainty-contingency/

Hamelink, Wendelmoet, Joanna Bocheriska, Dobrostawa Wiktor-Mach, Karol Kaczorowski, Hayal Hanoglu,
Marcin Skupinski, Azad Hajiagha, Hiseyin Rodi Keskin, Nerina Weiss, Besime Sen (eds.). 2025. Enacting
Citizenship: Kurdish Women's Resilience, Activism and Creativity. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-83537-7

Sadequee, Sharmin (ed.). 2025. Secularism, Race, and the Politics of Islamophobia. Edmonton, Canada:
University of Alberta Press. https://ualbertapress.ca/9781772127928/secularism-race-and-the-politics-of-

islamophobia/

ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS

Abbink, Jon. 2024. Politics above culture? The 2023 ‘Palestinian Festival of Literature’ redux. Commentary on an
NYRB discussion, 19 June. https://medium.com/@JonAbbink/politics-above-culture-12715c274479

Abbink, Jon. 2024. Contestation vs. conciliation: social media political rhetoric fuelling the Ethiopia war, 2020-
2022. SocArXiv Papers. https://doi.org/10.31235/0sf.io/7kx6c

Abdrabo, Amal, and Daniele Cantini. 2025.Tracing Histories and Institutional Developments of Anthropology in
Egypt. In Social Anthropology in the Arab World: The Fragmented History of an Uncomfortable Discipline,
edited by Daniele Cantini et al. Berghahn Books, 116—35. https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.24751894.13.

Ahlheim, Hannah, Tina Cramer, Larissa-Diana Fuhrmann, Laura Guntrum, Nadia Ismail, Sbine Mannitz, Thilo
Marauhn, Verena Lasso Mena, Anika Oettler, Regine Schwab, Regine, Sara-luise Spittler, and Jonas Wolff.
2025. (Un)Sichtbarkeit von Gewalt, TraCe Working Paper/PRIF Projektpublikationen 6.
https://www.prif.org/publikationen/publikationssuche/publikation/unsichtbarkeit-von-gewalt-working-

paper.

Aijazi, Omer. 2024. Kashmir as Fragments of My Diary. In Frontier Ethnographies: Deconstructing Research
Experiences in Afghanistan and Pakistan, edited by Nafay Choudhury and Annika Schmeding, 219-236.
Berghahn Books. https://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/ChoudhuryFrontier

Berckmoes, Lidewyde and Marieke Maagdenberg. 2024. Traces. ASCL occasional publications 49. Leiden: African
Studies Centre Leiden. (photo ethnography) https://afterlives.nl/elementor-10351/

Bertelsen, Bjgrn Enge. 2025. In/visibilizing Statehood: Contemporary warfare governance. Introduction to special
section. Focaal, 103: 1-14. https://doi.org/10.3167/fcl.2025.1030101

Bertelsen, Bjgrn Enge. 2025. Numbers in flux: Visible and invisible, present and absent. In Bosnian Fluxes.
Belonging, Caring and Reckoning in a Post-Cold War Semi-Periphery, edited by David Henig, Jaroslav Klepal
and Ondfej Zila. 190-189. London: Routledge.
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https://www.prif.org/publikationen/publikationssuche/publikation/unsichtbarkeit-von-gewalt-working-paper
https://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/ChoudhuryFrontier
https://afterlives.nl/elementor-10351/
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Bertelsen, Bjgrn Enge and Egna Rachel Sidumo. 2024. Between Resilience and Radicalisation. Reassessing the
trajectory of Internally Displaced Populations in Cabo Delgado, Mozambique. Kronos: Southern African
Histories 50(1): 1-27. https://scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci arttext&pid=50259-
01902024000100009&Ing=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en

Burnyeat, Gwen. 2024. Reverberations: Political Identity Boundaries after the Colombian Peace Referendum.
Journal of Language and Politics 23(5): 677—698. https://doi.org/10.1075/jlp.24099.bur

Burnyeat, Gwen. 2024. The Face of the Government: Presence and Responsibility in the Colombian Peace
Process with the FARC-EP. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 30(2): 301-319.
https://rai.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1467-9655.14055

Burnyeat, Gwen. 2025. Intimate Polarisation: Political Divisions within Everyday Family Relationships in
Colombia. Contemporary Politics. https://doi.org/10.1080/13569775.2025.2502640

Cooper-Knock, SJ, Julie Berg and Tessa Diphoorn. 2024. Publics of policing: expanding approaches to nodal
policing. Policing and Society, 34(1-2): 87-103.

Daphna-Tekoah, Shir and Ayelet Harel. 2024. ‘Routine Trauma’ — Awareness of Combat Trauma in Women
Combatants. Psychological Trauma: Theory, Research, Practice, and Policy.
https://doi.org/10.1037/tra0001622

Diphoorn, Tessa. 2024. Dirty Versus Clean Data: The Politics of Data-Driven Policing in South Africa". In Policing
and Intelligence in the Global Big Data Era, Volume 1, edited by Tereza @stbg Kuldova, Helene Oppen
Ingebrigtsen Gundhus, Christin Thea Wathne. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-68298-8

Diphoorn, Tessa. 2024. ‘The server is always down!” Digitalised complaints systems to monitor public service
(mis)conduct in Kenya. In States of Surveillance. Ethnographies of New Technologies in Policing and Justice,
edited by Maya Avis, Daniel Marciniak, and Maria Sapignoli. London: Routledge.
https://www.routledge.com/States-of-Surveillance-Ethnographies-of-New-Technologies-in-Policing-and-
Justice/Avis-Marciniak-Sapignoli/p/book/9781032536118

Eggert, Jennifer P, Jamie J. Hagen, and Lewis Turner. 2025. Teaching to Say ‘No’: Pedagogies of Refusal in the
Social Sciences Classroom (and Beyond). Teaching in Higher Education: Critical Perspectives.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2025.2518395

Eggert, Jennifer P. 2025. Conflict, Vulnerabilities, Silences: LGBT-critical Muslims and Western Development
Organisations in Europe and the Middle East. Development in Practice.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09614524.2025.2470949

Eggert, Jennifer P, Zainab Chamoun, and Sheku Anna Chundung. 2024. ‘All Were Gaining Knowledge from Each
Other’: Decolonial Participatory Research Capacity-sharing for and by Non-Academics. Development in
Practice 34 (8): 1-13. https://doi.org/10.1080/09614524.2024.2381031

Eggert, Jennifer P., Maryam Kanwer and Sadia Baloch. 2024. “We Must be Focused and We Must Organise’:
Gender, Conflict, and Human Rights Activism in Balochistan.” Alternatives: Global, Local, Political.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/03043754231225510

Eggert, Jennifer P. and Seb Rumsby. 2024. The Spirit of Fieldwork? Navigating Alcohol Consumption, Abstinence
and Religious Positionalities in Social Sciences Research. Forum Qualitative Social Research 25(1): 1-21.
https://www.qualitative-research.net/index.php/fqgs/article/view/4143

Fagioli, Monica 2024. Complexities of State-Building in Somaliland. International Studies Quarterly
68(2). https://doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqae053

Fagioli, Monica and Debora V Malito. 2024. Dialectics of International Interventions through Scale, Space, and
Time, International Studies Quarterly 68(2). https://doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqae050
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Fuhrmann, Larissa-Diana; Mannitz, Sabine. 2025. Displaying and processing political violence in museum spaces.
An Introduction (Special Issue). Cultural Dynamics 37(1-2). https://doi.org/10.1177/09213740251323352

Gaya, Alice. 2024. Will we come home one day? Women run away with their children from war. Hagira 16.
(Hebrew)

Gaya, Alice. 2025. ‘We share everything here’: Femininity and nationality in a WhatsApp group of Jewish women
married to Arab Muslim men. In (Un)Gendered experiences in the virtual space: Continuities between the
physical and digital, edited by Indrani Mukherjee and Subhadra Mitra Channa. London: Routledge.

Gaye, Gustave, Carole Tize and Lidewyde Berckmoes. 2025. Multifaceted Crises and Family Disintegration in the
Far North of Cameroon. Genealogy, 9, 56. https://doi.org/10.3390/genealogy9020056

Grassiani, Erella. 2025. ‘Bromancing’ at Yad Vashem: Securitized Diplomacy between Israel and its Friends.
Focaal 103: 59-72. https://doi.org/10.3167/fcl.2025.1030105

Grassiani, Erella and Nir Gazit. 2025. Civilian ‘soft’ militarism through informal education in Israel: learning to
protect and connect to the land. Critical Military Studies, 11(1): 39-58.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23337486.2024.2349365

Gren, Nina, Abdelhady Dalia and Joormann, Martin. 2024. Unmasking the Impact of Bureaucratic Violence.
Refuge — Canada’s Journal on Refugees 39(2): 1-13.

Hanoglu, Hayal, Weiss, Nerina and Karol Kaczorowski. 2025. The roads to empowerment: an intersectional
analysis of Kurdish Alevi women’s struggle for equality and freedom. Cogent Arts & Humanities 12(1).
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311983.2025.2483582

Harel, Ayelet. 2024. Anything You Can Do [I Can Do Better]: Exploring Women’s Agency and Gendered Protection
in State Militaries. European Journal of International Security, advance online publication.
https://doi.org/10.1017/eis.2024.22

Kojoué, Larissa, Calvin Minfegue, Claire Lefort-Rieu, Laurent Vidal, Marie-Thérése Mengue and Laetitia Atlani-
Duault. 2025. Documenting the political divide: health crisis, government communication, and political
legitimacy in Cameroon, Global Africa, 9. https://www.globalafricasciences.org/issue-09/art-09-07-en

Konopny-Decleve, Livnat. 2024. Normalizing, political refusal, withdrawing refusal, and withdrawal. Book review:
As If There Was No War, by Edna Lomski-Feder. Israeli Sociology 25(1): 155-157.

Konopny-Decleve, Livnat. 2024. Book review: The Anthropology of Peace and Reconciliation: Pax Humana, by
Nigel Eltringham. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 30(3): 17—18.

Lefort-Rieu, Claire. 2024. Peacemaking in an authoritarian context in Africa: Promoting peace from below in
Cameroon. African Affairs 123(490): 103—123. https://doi.org/10.1093/afraf/adae004

Lefort-Rieu, Claire. 2024. Using Forced Migration to Foster Emergence? International Aid and Development
Policies in Cameroon. Journal of Refugee Studies, 37(2): 454-470.

Lefort-Rieu, Claire. 2025. Corona From Below: Field Notes from Everyday Life in Eastern Cameroon During the
Covid-19 Pandemic. Noria Research. https://noria-research.com/corona-from-below-field-notes-from-life-in-
eastern-cameroon/

Lefort-Rieu, Claire. 2025. Negotiating Refugee Status: The Co-production of Labelling and Identity among
Mbororo Pastoralists in Cameroon. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2025.2486491

Lefort-Rieu, Claire (forthcoming). Contested Authority and Humanitarian Governance: Chieftaincy, Refugees, and
the Polycephaly of Power in Eastern Cameroon. Social Anthropology.
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